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less effective around the world? So that 
we can please the European public with 
this move? That is the reason. 

None of this makes any sense. We 
have invested $200 million in the Guan-
tanamo Bay facility that is well run. I 
don’t know why we would do this. It 
doesn’t make any sense. I think we 
ought to work on this in a bipartisan 
fashion and roll up our sleeves and see 
what is in the best American interests. 
Treating detainees humanely, rightly 
under the international conventions we 
have agreed to with other countries, 
yes, but not harming U.S. citizens or 
subjecting our military to recycled in-
dividuals who have been captured and 
put at Guantanamo Bay and released, 
and where we can meet them on the 
battlefield again as organizers and as 
people held up as examples to the ter-
rorist fight. 

We can do this but not with the di-
rection that the administration is 
going in, and certainly not by exclud-
ing members of the other party. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
KAUFMAN). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

f 

CREDIT CARDHOLDERS’ BILL OF 
RIGHTS ACT 

Mrs. SHAHEEN. Mr. President, today 
I rise in support of an important small 
business amendment to the Credit 
Cardholders’ Bill of Rights, amendment 
No. 1079. It would expand the truth in 
lending protections of this bill and 
cover our Nation’s small businesses in 
addition to individual credit card-
holders. I am proud to be a cosponsor 
of this amendment. 

I thank Senators LANDRIEU and 
SNOWE, who are the chair and ranking 
member of the Small Business and En-
trepreneurship Committee. I thank 
them for their leadership on this issue. 
I also thank Senators DODD and SHEL-
BY for their tireless work on the Credit 
Cardholders’ Bill of Rights. 

This legislation is important be-
cause, as we have heard Senator DOR-
GAN say so eloquently, we can no 
longer allow predatory and misleading 
lending practices to jeopardize Amer-
ican consumer credit. Reform of the 
credit card industry is truly long over-
due, and the members of the Senate 
Banking Committee should be com-
mended for bringing such a strong bill 
to the floor. I look forward to sup-
porting it. But we need to make a 
change in the bill because small busi-
nesses are critical to America’s eco-
nomic recovery, and in States such as 
mine, small businesses are the anchor 
of our communities and our economy, 
providing the jobs and the services that 

help families pay their bills and put 
food on the table. 

Unfortunately, many small busi-
nesses in New Hampshire and through-
out the country continue to struggle in 
today’s economy. That is forcing lay-
offs and slowing our path to economic 
growth. I have met with small business 
owners across New Hampshire. They 
are small business owners who have ex-
cellent credit histories, but they can-
not access much needed credit because 
of this economic crisis. Many small 
businesses have seen their credit lines 
reduced or even eliminated on short 
notice, preventing them from re-
stocking their shelves and investing in 
future growth. Unfortunately, more 
and more small businesses are relying 
on credit cards to meet their cash flow 
needs. 

I am proud to have led a successful 
effort to increase access to credit 
through the Small Business Adminis-
tration’s 7(a) Loan Program. But we 
must also ensure that small business 
owners have credit cards on which they 
can depend. 

The Credit Cardholders’ Bill of 
Rights makes important changes that 
will protect consumers from unfair 
practices such as arbitrary interest 
rate increases and unfair credit terms. 
This amendment simply expands Truth 
in Lending Act protections to small 
businesses with 50 or fewer employees. 

As business owners across the coun-
try grapple with the economic reces-
sion, we must ensure that credit cards 
help, not hinder, our recovery effort. 
By protecting small businesses from 
unfair credit card practices, business 
owners will be better able to manage 
their cash flow, plan for future growth, 
and contribute to our economic recov-
ery. 

I urge my colleagues to join me, Sen-
ator LANDRIEU, and Senator SNOWE in 
support of this amendment. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from North Dakota. 
Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent to speak in morn-
ing business for 5 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

BUFFALO AIRLINE CRASH 
Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, yester-

day we heard on the radio and in news 
accounts of the National Transpor-
tation Safety Board investigation of 
the crash that occurred in Buffalo, NY, 
of a commuter airline. I chair the Avia-
tion Subcommittee of the Commerce 
Committee; Senator ROCKEFELLER is 
chairman of the Commerce Committee. 
I visited with him early this morning 
on this subject. 

I was stunned yesterday to read and 
hear the results of the National Trans-
portation Safety Board investigation. 
Last evening, I met with the families 
of some of those who lost their lives in 
that commuter airline crash. 

I want to make a point that the 
things we now have learned about that 

particular flight are very disturbing— 
the question of crew rest, the question 
of training, of safety issues. I am not 
here to suggest that when someone 
gets on an airplane today or tomorrow 
or anytime, they should worry about 
who is in the cockpit, but I do suggest 
this: In this case, what we have now 
learned is that one of the people in the 
cockpit traveled all night because the 
duty station was in New York and the 
person lived on the west coast. That 
person traveled all night from the west 
coast, stopping in Memphis, then on to 
New York, and then went on a flight. 
Well, one wonders about having an all- 
night flight. Many of us have it. I have 
been on red-eye flights from the West 
many times. But for a pilot in the 
cockpit to live on the west coast, fly to 
New York, and take an all-night flight, 
poses real questions for me in terms of 
crew rest. 

The voices in the cockpit suggest 
that one of the people in the cockpit 
said that person had no experience 
with icing. Well, I have had a lot of ex-
perience with icing, and it is 
unfathomable to me that someone in 
the cockpit of a commuter airline 
would have no experience with icing if 
they are flying in the Northeast at a 
time of the year when icing would be 
present. 

It appears from what we know that 
the person in charge of the cockpit on 
that airplane had 3 months of experi-
ence with that type of airplane. The 
question is not just experience but how 
much experience do you have in the 
cockpit of that type of equipment. 

The copilot on that flight was paid 
$16,000 a year. Think of that. A copilot 
was paid $16,000 a year salary and 
worked part time in a coffee shop to 
make ends meet and lived with the par-
ents in order to make ends meet. I 
don’t know if most people understand 
this when they get on a commuter 
flight. A lot of flights in this country 
are on commuter airlines. You get on a 
plane that has the same markings on 
the tail and wings and fuselage of a 
major carrier, but in many cases it is 
not that carrier at all that is operating 
the flight. When people get on an air-
plane, they expect the same standard, 
the same standard of training, of crew 
rest, the same set of standards no mat-
ter what airplane they are on if they 
are flying commercially. 

The Federal Aviation Administration 
has the responsibility to set standards 
and then enforce them. The National 
Transportation Safety Board investiga-
tion of the Buffalo crash has raised 
very serious questions that need to be 
resolved. As chairman of the Aviation 
Subcommittee, working with the chair-
man and ranking member of the full 
Commerce Committee, I intend to be 
very involved in investigating what is 
happening. 

I don’t say this to alert people to be 
anxious or excited about having to 
take a flight somewhere but as some-
one who flies a great deal. This disclo-
sure about these issues on this flight is 
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